
Owl Babies by Martin Waddell and Patrick Benson 

Reading comprehension Guide for parents/carers. 

This story, which may already be familiar to you and your child, is a 

perfect starter for our ‘Nocturnal Animals’ topic. 

There is a lovely video of the Owl Babies story which you could share 

together first. You can find it here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPQRiSTYFHo 

Once you have shared the video of the story, go to the Book Trust 

website where you can use this link to read along with the story – 

many children will be able to read it themselves as well. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/owl-

babies/ 

Stop at the end of each page and ask your child to answer these 

comprehension questions. At the end of the questions are the 

answers for you to share with your child once they have completed 

it.  

Depending on how much your child already knows about nocturnal 

animals you may want to leave questions 5 and 6 for a separate 

‘lesson’ where you can follow the links at the end to research the 

answers.  

Another day your child could independently complete a book review – 

We have attached a template for you to use or give you some ideas. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPQRiSTYFHo
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/owl-babies/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/owl-babies/


 

Owl Babies comprehension questions (nocturnal animals) 

Read pages 1-2 

1) Where do the owl babies live? 

___________________________________________________ 

 

2) What is their house made from? 

___________________________________________________ 

Read pages 3-4 

3) When do the owl babies wake up?  

___________________________________________________ 

 

4) Is that the same as when you wake up? Explain your answer. 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

Read pages 5-6 

5) “I think she’s gone hunting” Said Sarah. “To get us our food” 

said Percy. What food do you think owls eat? Talk to your 

grown up and make a list of 3 things. 

_______________ 

_______________ 

_______________ 

Read pages 7-12 

6) What animals might the owl babies hear moving in the woods at 

night? If you’re not sure, can you research this?  



_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

 

Read pages 13-15 

7) How are the owl babies feeling? Explain your answer using 

words from the text.  

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

 

Read pages 17 - 20 

8) “She swooped through the trees”. Which two adjectives 

(describing words) tell the reader how she swooped? 

_______________ 

_______________ 

 

9) What other word could the author have chosen instead of 

‘swooped?’ 

Read pages 17 – 22 

10) How are the babies feeling now? Why? 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Now you have finished the story, why not do a book review? 

 

 

 



Answers/further information: 

Read pages 1-2 

1) Where do the owl babies live? 

In a hole in the trunk of a tree. 

2) What is their house made from? 

Twigs and leaves and feathers 

Read pages 3-4 

3) When do the owl babies wake up?  

At night 

4) Is that the same as when you wake up? Explain your answer. 

No, I go to bed at night and wake up in the morning. 

Read pages 5-6 

5) “I think she’s gone hunting” Said Sarah. “To get us our food” 

said Percy. What food do you think owls eat? Talk to your 

grown up and make a list of 3 things. 

They could say mice, rabbits, small birds, voles, shrews, bats, fish, 

frogs, insects and worms etc. The important thing for your child to 

understand is that Owls are carnivores (they eat other animals) and 

the animals they eat are also awake (active) at night (so they are 

also nocturnal). 

Read pages 7-12 

6) What animals might the owl babies hear moving in the woods at 

night? If you’re not sure, can you research this?  

Any answer of a nocturnal animal that could be found in a British 

woodland would be good here – mice, voles, bats, foxes, hedgehogs, 

rabbits etc.  



Read pages 13-15 

7) How are the owl babies feeling? Explain your answer using 

words from the text.  

Any words such as scared, worried, afraid or lonely would be good 

here. They could explain their answer by saying that they were 

worried that she might get lost, that they sat on the branch 

together or they wished for their mother to come back. 

Read pages 17 - 20 

8) “She swooped through the trees”. Which two adjectives 

(describing words) tell the reader how she swooped? 

 Soft 

 silent 

 

9) What other word could the author have chosen instead of 

‘swooped?’ 

 Flew  

(the important thing here is that your child understands 

swooped – feel free to pretend to swoop around the room 

or garden with your child to help them understand the 

new word!) 

Read pages 17 – 20 

10) How are the babies feeling now? Why? 

 Any words such as happy, relieved, overjoyed, excited would be 

correct – as long as they can explain it and say it’s because mummy 

has come back.  

DK Find out is a great website for your child to find out more. Try 

these pages: 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/nocturnal-animals/ 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/nocturnal-animals/what-is-nocturnal-animal/ 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/nocturnal-animals/hunting-by-night/ 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/nocturnal-animals/night-vision/ 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/nocturnal-animals/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/nocturnal-animals/what-is-nocturnal-animal/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/nocturnal-animals/hunting-by-night/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/nocturnal-animals/night-vision/


https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/birds/owls/ 

 

You can find out more about Tawny Owls here:  
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/birds/birds-prey/tawny-owl 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/tawny-owl/ 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/birds/tawny-owl/ 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/birds/owls/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/birds/birds-prey/tawny-owl
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/tawny-owl/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/birds/tawny-owl/


A Book Review by ______________ Your star rating for the book 

Title: ___________________________   Author_______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 Who are they? 

Characters    Did you like them?  

                 How did they make you feel? 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

_______________________________ 

Plot     What happens?  Is it fun to read? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

                                                            Did you like the book? What was your favourite part and why? 

Your Opinion           Were there any funny or scary bits? Did you learn anything? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Recommend?  Why or   

                     why not? 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_____________________ 


