
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday 24th June 2020 
Year 2 to Year 3 Transition 

 
Dear parents/carers and Year 2 pupils, 
 
I am delighted to be able to let you know that we have received official confirmation that your child has been 
successful in gaining a place at Normanton Junior Academy for September. Everyone at our school is looking 
forward to enjoying a happy and fruitful partnership with you and your child over the coming four years.  

 

I’d like to begin by saying I hope this message finds you and your family safe and well during these challenging 
and unprecedented times.  I realise that alongside the current challenges of national school closures you may 
have the added worry about your child’s transition to NJA. We understand that your child’s transition from 
infant to junior school is a big step and we are here to support you and your child through this process. As you 
will appreciate, our usual plans regarding transition have been significantly affected by the COVID-19 crisis. 
Nevertheless, I want to reassure you that transition for our new Year 3 pupils is at the forefront of our minds 
and that work behind the scenes is continuing.  
 
If you would like the opportunity to meet your child’s Year 3 class teacher on Friday 10th July, please contact the 
school office at your earliest convenience and they will arrange an appointment for you (the number can be 
found at the top right-hand side of this letter). These meetings will run throughout the day between 8.30am 
and 4.00pm. We hope you understand that it is essential that you book an appointment if you intend to come 
so that we can continue to adhere to current social distancing guidelines. Friday 10th July is the only date that 
we are able to offer due to one of the teachers currently being on maternity leave. Unfortunately, given the 
large numbers of children joining us in September, we will be unlikely to be able to accommodate anyone 
turning up without a pre-booked appointment. 
 
I understand that you may have heightened anxiety surrounding the current situation and am conscious that 
you may feel that the prospect of your child being out of school for a number of months will leave them ill-
prepared for the next stage in their educational journey at our junior school. Please do not worry: every single 
child is in this boat (both nationally, and internationally) and they will all be okay. When we are back in the 
classroom in September, we will focus on their learning and we will meet their educational needs. Teachers at 
NJA are experts at this! 
 
My SENDCo, Mrs Bywater, has been liaising regularly with the SENDCos from your respective infant schools over 
recent weeks in order to better understand the provision required for pupils entering NJA in September who 
have special educational needs. We pride ourselves on being an inclusive school so we look forward to working  
with the professionals alongside you and your child to ensure they have the provision they need in place ready 
for their September start. 
 
The Year 3 teachers and relevant staff from the infant schools have recently begun their usual transition 
meetings, albeit remotely. Now these meetings have been completed we are in a position to decide how best 
to introduce the Year 2 children to our school.  
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We are very much looking forward to working with parents and carers to support your child in their transition 
to our academy in September and we cannot wait to meet and work with our new Year 3 group of young people! 
Although we appreciate that nothing can replicate physically visiting the school and your child spending time 
with their new teacher, we will try our very best to get to know the Year 2 children and their families as well as 
possible before they begin in September. The opportunity to meet the class teacher on the 10th July will 
hopefully help with this. I would also like to reassure you that we will adapt/change our teaching and learning 
in the autumn term where necessary to accommodate the upheaval that all children will have been through, 
with Year 3’s focus more upon settling into school than perhaps we would normally do.  
 
We intend on informing you which class your child will be in on 2nd July when Normanton All Saints will also 
send out their transition letters. We will also be informing our year 3,4 & 5 children of their new class teachers 
on this date. 
 
To help you prepare for joining us in September, we have been busy creating a transition section on our website 
www.normanton-jun.wakefield.sch.uk (Please see the section titled transition on the blue bar near the top of 
the page). This webpage will be going live on Thursday 2nd July. This section of our website is dedicated to 
helping you and your child familiarise yourselves with our school. On it you will find a whole host of information 
that we hope you will find useful and will help you prepare for your child joining us in September. In addition, 
we have created a number of transition activities that will help prepare your child for joining us in September 
and hopefully help you with home-schooling. 
 
We have also created an email address specifically for transition: transition@normantonjunior.co.uk. If you 
have any worries or concerns, please get in touch via this email address and one of the members of our 
transition team will get back to you as soon as they can.  
 
Remember - the current situation will eventually pass. We have lots to look forward to and we are very excited 
about working with you and your child to get the very best from them in the future. 
 
Very best wishes, 
 

 
 

Trudie Southward 
Headteacher (Normanton Junior Academy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At Normanton Junior Academy, the safeguarding of all children is of the utmost importance.                                                                    

Designated Senior Leaders for safeguarding are Mr Berry and Mrs Southward.  
If you are worried a child is at risk of harm, please contact any of the above. Alternatively, if you feel your concerns merit it, Social Care Direct can be contacted on 

0345 8503 503 

 
Similarly, if you have any concerns regarding your child’s academic or medical needs, please make an appointment to see our new SENDCo, Mrs Bywater, who can be 

contacted via the school office. 
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