
Year 2 Literacy Plan 

The Tiger Who Came To Tea by Judith Kerr 

 

Focus: Talk about… Activity 

Day 1 
 
 
 
 

Listen to the story ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’ by Judith Kerr 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXgW9UCgpc8) to the end of the page 5 (where the tiger 
sits down at the table). Talk about the events and characters in the story. Listen again, this time 
pausing at any words which you think will be new to your child (e.g.milkman, grocer). Discuss 
what they mean (if you’re not sure you could check in a dictionary or on Google). Can we 
predict what might happen next?  

Draw a picture of the tiger. Around the outside, add labels 
using adjectives (describing words) such as tall, black stripes, 
pointy ears, long snake-like tail. Create some sentences to 
describe the tiger.  
 

Day 2 Recap the meaning of any tricky new words discussed yesterday. Talk about the image of the 
tiger, using the picture from yesterday and the paused image of the tiger on the video. 
Rehearse sentences orally to describe the tiger.  

Using our labelled picture created yesterday, we are going to 
write a character description in sentences. You may use 
sentence starters e.g. The tiger is…He has…The tiger is 
feeling… I bet you didn’t know that…Have you ever seen… 

Day 3 Watch the video to the end of page 5 again. This is the opening of the story- where we learn 
about the characters.  Recap through the events in the story so far. Ask your child to recount 
what has happened. It may help to sketch basic pictures to retell the story (we call this talk for 
writing in school) and then practise orally rehearsing out loud together. 

After recapping using pictures and the video, have a go at 
writing the opening of the story. If your child is struggling to 
remember it, re-play the video and pause at appropriate times 
or refer them to the story plan you have created. Can they 
change some of the words to make the story their own (e.g. 
tall- gigantic).  

Day 4 Share what you did well together yesterday- a fantastic sentence or for their attitude to 
learning. Play the video to the part where the tiger has drunk all of tea in the teapot (p. 9). 
What might happen next? Can your child attempt a prediction? Replay and recap again from 
where the tiger arrives to where he has drunk all the tea. This is part of the build up in the 
story. Today we are going to practise retelling the story, taking it in turns. Feel free to sketch a 
basic sentence plan to help with sentences.  

Continue after the opening sentences from yesterday to re-
tell the build up part of the story, using the sketched plan if 
you have created one.  

Day 5 Watch the rest of the build up of the story to the part where the tiger leaves (p.18). Discuss 
what the tiger has done  and eaten. Recap in the order of the story. Rehearse this together, re-
watching the video and adding to your story sketch to remember the correct order. You can 
always have fun using your own tea-set and real/pretend food to re-enact the events! 

Use your story sketches to retell this part of the story in order, 
referring back to the video for sentence ideas if you are 
struggling.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXgW9UCgpc8


 

Day 6 Continue to watch the video to the problem where Dad has returned home and they have told 
him what has happened (p.22). Add to your story sketch, adding any key words that will help to 
retell this part of the story. How might all the characters be feeling at this point in the story? 

Use your story sketches to retell this part of the story in order, 
referring back to the video for sentence ideas if you are 
struggling.    

Day 7 Continue to see how the problem is resolved- to the part where they are walking to the café (p. 
24). Add to your story sketches including any key words which might help  (e.g. café, idea).  

Using the words discussed and the story sketches, retell the 
resolution part of the story (where the problem is solved).  

Day 8 Share on the video from where they go into the café to the end of the story. Talk about what 
they ate. What would you choose? How would you feel if it were you? Add pictures and key 
words to the story plan and talk about sentences, re-checking the video if getting stuck.  

Write the ending to the story and have fun retelling the whole 
story which you have created! 

Day 9 Now we have finished the story, we know that the tiger never came to tea again. If Sophie 
could see him again, what do you think she might say to him? Do you think she had fun when 
he visited? What might she want to ask him? Today we are going to write a letter to the tiger, 
pretending we are Sophie! Remember to think about how to start and end your letter. 

Start your letter with ‘Dear Tiger’. You may want to use 
sentence starters e.g. I was so surprised when… If you were 
my friend…If you came back for tea…You made me and my 
mummy feel… When my daddy came home…Remember to 
end your letter with Love from Sophie or something similar.  

Day 10 Watch the whole of the video and talk about the story. Ask some questions to prompt thinking 
about the story e.g. What did you enjoy? What did you find puzzling? Did it end in the way you 
predicted? How would you change it if you were the author? What would you write about next 
if you were Judith Kerr- what might the tiger do next?  

Using the book review sheet in the pack, draw a picture of a 
favourite part of the story in the circle. Record the title, 
author and fiction or non-fiction (fiction – story). Use brief 
sentences to complete the book review under the headings.  


