
Normanton All Saints Infant School  

Knowledge organiser-This shows what the current 

topic is and what we want the children to know, 

understand and be able to do.  

 

 
 

Key knowledge the children will learn: 

Understanding of 

the world 

• To make observations of animals and plants and explain 

why some things occur, and talk about changes. 

• To talk about similarities and differences in relation to 

living things.  

Expressive arts 

and design 

• To design and create models for a purpose for example 

making a home for Jack or a castle for the Giant, by 

selecting the materials that they need. 

• To sing, make music, dance and experiment ways of 

changing them. 

• To explore colour mixing and use colours for a purpose 

for example, painting flowers and minibeasts. 

Communication 

and language 

• To follow instructions and listen to others when planting 

vegetables in the outdoor area.  

• To answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about the topic. 

Reading and 

writing 

• To read and write simple sentences using their phonics 

knowledge. 

• To read and write tricky words.  

• To enjoy and experience a wide range of texts, both 

fiction and non-fiction and talk about what they have 

read or had read to them.  

• Writing for a range of purposes for example, labelling a 

life cycle, writing a bean diary, letter and simple story 

writing.  

Physical 

development  

• To use tools effectively for example, spades when 

digging and magnifying glasses when looking at 

minibeasts. 

• To talk about what makes a healthy diet and what we can 

do to keep ourselves healthy.  

Shape, space and 

measure  

• To use shapes to create models and talk about their 

properties. For example building the Giant’s castle. 

• To use everyday language to compare height and length 

when exploring the plants they have grown.  

• To create and talk about their own patterns. 

Number  • To solve problems including doubling, halving and sharing.  

• To work with numbers up to 20 by confidently counting, 

ordering and recognising the numerals.  

What key vocabulary will be learning? 

Spelling Definition 

Lifecycle  It means the changes a living thing 

goes through during its life. For 

example how a caterpillar turns into a 

butterfly 

Minibeast It is a small creature, like worms, 

snails, insects and spiders. The 

scientific term for them is 

'invertebrates' – a creature without a 

backbone. 

Roots  It is a part of a plant that is usually 

hidden underground. Roots hold the 

plant in the ground and keep it upright. 

They take water and food from the 

soil. 

Stem  It is the main part that supports 

leaves and flowers to make it stand up 

tall. The plant often stores its food in 

the stem.  

Chrysalis   It is a hard shell spun by a caterpillar, 

moth or other insect. Inside it growth 

takes place. 

Frogspawn  It is a frog egg that is protected by 

jelly.  

Reception 

Topic: 

What a Wonderful 

World 

Topic WOWS 

Learning Muscle day  

Receiving a letter from the Giant 

Helping at home- Your child has been set an incredible investigators challenge to design their own 

beanstalk using any materials they like, they could use junk modelling, paint, pens/pencils, clay, dough, lego etc. 

I wonder if they can write about what makes their beanstalk special and unique.  

Your child will be able to share their learning log with their class about their family time over the Easter break. 

Books we will use: 

1. Jack and the 

Beanstalk 

2. Jack and the 

Meanstalk 

3. One Bean  

4. Lifecycles  

5. Trust Me Jack’s 

Beanstalk Stinks  

6. Oliver’s vegetables  

7. The Creation Story  

8. Jasper’s Beanstalk 

Labelled bean plant and frog life cycle  


