
Normanton All Saints Infant School  

Knowledge organiser-This shows what the current topic is in Year One 

and what we want the children to know, understand and be able to do.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

What key knowledge will we be teaching? 

This is what we will want the children to know, understand 

and be able to do:  

Chronology History – putting events in order 

throughout a period of time.  

Significant people Samuel Pepys and Thomas Farriner.   

Know and understand 

people’s lives in 

Britain from the past.  

History – Developing an 

understanding of what London was 

like in the 1666. How did this help 

the fire spread? 

Impact What the impact of the great fire of 

London was and how this impacted 

upon the rebuilding of the city. 

Finding out about the 

past. 

Children develop an understanding of 

the ways in which we find out about 

the past. E.g. books, computers etc. 

What key vocabulary will be learning? 

Spelling Definition 

Cause and 

effect 

Where one thing is the result of another.  

Plague  A disease that is very easy to catch and caused by 

bacteria.  

1666 The 17th century. This is a time from the past, over 

350 years ago.  

Fire brigade People who are trained and employed to put out fires. 

Remember that this may not the same as it did in 1666! 

Landscape An area of land that we can see. It is made up of physical 

and human features.  

Year 1 

Topic: London’s Burning  

Topic big question: 

Main curriculum driver: 

History  

RE big question:  
Creation 

Who made the world? 

Topic WOWS 

Great Fire of London day - Children will have the opportunity to meet 

Samuel Pepys and ask him questions about what happened that fateful day. 

They will also get to build their own houses to demonstrate how quickly 

the fire spread! 

Diagram  

An artist’s impression of the Landscape of London during the 

fire. 

The children will look closely at how this has changed and evolved 

since the fire.   

Books we will use: 

 

Key information:  Samuel Pepys was born in London on 23 February 1633. He kept a 

diary for almost ten years, from January 1660 to May 1669. During this time, the 

Plague broke out and in 1666 the ‘Great Fire of London’ stared. In his diary, on 2nd 

September, Pepys wrote that he awoke his maid to tell her that he could see a great 

fire on the streets of London. He continued to write in his diary, documenting 

exactly what was happening. Samuel Pepys’ house, office and diary were all 

eventually saved from the fire.  

Thomas Farriner was a baker in the 17th century. He who owned a bakery on Pudding 

Lane, London, which is where the fire started. On the night of the 2nd September 

1666 a small spark flew out of Thomas’ coal oven and lit a fire within the bakery, 

this soon spread to neighbouring houses.  


