
Year One 

Focus/ Big 
Question  
  
 

Life as a Victorian  
What was life like for a child in the 

Victorian times? 

Against all odds 
(Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole) 

How did Florence Nightingale make changes for the 
better? 

London’s burning 
(Great fire of London and Samuel Pepys) 

Why do people still remember the great fire of 
London? 

Subject 
knowledge for 
staff.  

The Victorian period began in 1837 when 
Victoria became queen of England aged 18 
and ended with her death in 1901. During 
her time as leader Britain became the most 
powerful empire in the world.  
The Victorian period was a time of many 
new inventions, including the invention of 
the telephone and type writer. During this 
time many factories were built to allow for 
more jobs; the railway also developed 
allowing for more accessible travel 
(previously people only travelled by horse). 
During this time there was a big gap 
between rich and poor and most people’s 
outcomes depended on their class and 
gender. Many people were illiterate at this 
time, it was Queen Victoria who made 
school compulsory for all children. 

Florence Nightingale was born in 1820 in Florence, Italy 
to a wealthy family. She became a nurse despite this 
being above her ‘social status’. Nursing was seen a 
working class/labouring job. Despite this she trained as 
a nurse and first worked during the outbreak of cholera 
where she learnt of the unsanitary state of hospitals. In 
1853 the Crimean war broke out so Florence travelled 
to Italy in 1854 with a team of 34 female nurses to treat 
the 1000s of soldiers at the Scutari hospital. She set 
about changing the horrendous hospital conditions 
including rats, bugs, dirty water, lack of soap and basic 
supplies. She became known as ‘the lady with the lamp’ 
as she continued to work through the night. After the 
war she became a national hero and was personally 
addressed by Queen Victoria. After the war she 
continued to train others and became an advocate for 
healthcare reform.  

In 1666, at a bakery owned by Thomas Farrier on 
Pudding Lane, a fire broke out across the city of 
London. A man named Samuel Pepys kept a diary of 
the event. It was he who informed the King (King 
Charles the 2nd)  to tear down buildings as a way to 
stop the fire. Many buildings were destroyed in the 
fire, including St Paul’s cathedral (taught again in 
mega structures in Year 2).  
There was little to no transport during this time so 
little help came from outside of London. Many wealthy 
people had already left London due to the plague and 
many more left at the outbreak of the fire. It is 
believed they buried important valuables. Samuel 
Pepys is believed to have buried fine wine and 
cheese! 
Many people believe the Great Fire of London was 
what ended the great plague, killing of infectious rats 
although many believe this is an inaccurate fact.  

Useful information 
for curriculum 
links  

The author Lewis Carrol wrote Alice in 
wonderland during the Victorian period 
Alexander Graham bell invented the 
telephone in 1876. 
In the 1850s post boxes were first built. 
Moving films began  
Taxidermy became popular.  

Mary Seacole – Mary Seacole was a Jamaican born 
nurse who applied to be one of Florence’s 34 nurses but 
was turned down due to the colour of her skin. She 
travelled to the Crimean war anyway, using her own 
money and resources. She also helped many injured 
and wounded soldiers. Unlike Florence, her name was 
forgotten for 100 years before being rediscovered by 
Jamaican student nurses.  
Edith Cavell – Another female nurse who was executed 
for helping solider flee German occupied areas of 
Belgium in WW1.  
Ameila Earhary – An American aviator (links to Year 2 
space) who served as a nurse in WW1, like Florence she 
didn’t want to ‘act’ the way girls ‘should have’ at that 
time.  

Many buildings were made of wood, straw and thatch 
which contributed to the spread of the fire, combined 
with the wind and a large period of drought in the UK.  
Britain had not long been out of the commonwealth 
1653-1658 and Charles 2nd was the first king of the 
restoration period.  
In 1665 the great plague (the black death) spread 
through London, Samuel Pepys also left a diary 
detailing how the wealthy had fled and the poor left 
behind. The nursey rhyme ‘Ring a ring of roses’ is 
from the plague. The plague was an epidemic – links 
to pandemic and covid.  
Same year as Guy Fawkes.  



Substantive 
concepts covered  

Empire – Britain ruled ¼ of the world and 
had the largest empire in the world. 
Legacy – Many changes remained after 
Victoria e.g. changes to hygiene and 
sanitary (link to Florence next term) 
changes to children’s life – compulsory 
education 
Peasantry – Large gap between rich and 
poor, determined life chances. 
Parliament – Houses of parliament built in 
the same year as Victoria took reign. 
Civilisation – huge advance made to 
civilisation during Victoria’s reign.  

Legacy – Florence paved the way for a new era of 
nursing, many changes under her rule are still in place 
today. She also left a legacy that started to challenge 
the norm of the expectation of woman of higher social 
class (links to changes in woman’s roles in WW2{ Year 
2}) 
Peasantry – she like Victoria, saw the importance of 
helping the poorer and working classes.  
 
 

Peasantry – Like the previously covered topics, the 
poorer people suffered more during this event, many 
were unable to leave and those that survived 
struggled in the aftermath. 
Legacy – A rebuilt city demonstrated that things could 
be done differently. Christopher Wren designed a 
monument to remember the fire, which still stands 
today. Homes began to made from brick.  
 

History subject 
specific 
vocabulary 
 
  

Victorian  
Queen Victoria (born 1819, became queen 
1837) 
Education 
Inventions – telephone, typewriter & 
moving film 
Rich/poor  
Victorian houses – privy, mangle, 
washboard, stove 
Victorian toys – marbles, spinning top  
 

Florence Nightingale (Born in 1820-Georgian period) 
Crimean war 1853-1856 
Victorians 
“Lady with the lamp” 
Nurse 
Mary Seacole 
Hospital (Scutari) 
Injuries  
War/conflict  
Queen Victoria – 1837 

Samuel Pepys  
1666 (Year it happened) 
Pudding Lane (where it started) 
Thomas Farriner (baker) 
Charles 2nd (King at the time) 
The great plague (1665) 
Fire brigade 
Cause and effect  
 

What should 
children know, be 
able to do and 
remember?  
 

Children should be able to answer the big 
question of ‘what was life like for a child in 
the Victorian times?’ by making 
comparisons between now and then and 
identifying some key aspects of Victorian 
life.  
Basic learners  can talk about some simple 
changes between life ‘now and then’ or 
‘old and new’ they should be able to name 
some old Victorian artefacts and be able to 
talk about some of the things that Victorian 
children played with, ate or had in their 
houses. 
Advancing learners can discuss several 
similarities and differences between life 
today and life in Victorian times for 
children. They should be able to discuss 
how changes made then still impact them 
today e.g. inventions. They should be able 

Children should be able to talk about the life of the 
significant individual, Florence Nightingale. They can 
recognise key changes to hospitals as a result of the 
changes she made.  
 
Basic should be able to talk about Florence Nightingale 
and Mary Seacole as nurses ‘from the past’ and that she 
helped change hospitals today.   
Advancing They should be able to place events using 
key words/ pictures on a simple timeline and talk about 
events which came before and after.  They will make 
links between modern day hospital practice and 
Victorian time hospitals and begin to understand that 
Florence’s and Mary’s actions affected the quality of 
hospitals today.  
Deep will make clear links between the changes made 
to hospitals because of Florence and Mary. They may 
begin to describe the different paths that Florence and 
Mary took to becoming nurses and understand the role 

Children should be able to talk about the significant 
event of the Great Fire of London and the impact this 
has had on the present day.  
 
 
Basic should be able to talk about the Great Fire of 
London and talk about changes that are still in place 
today.  
Advancing should be able to discuss the significant 
event in more detail such as the date of when it 
began, who was involved and begin to recognise the 
impact of the fire and how the changes have 
developed through time into the present day. 
Deep can place events on a timeline, understand the 
cause and effect of the significant event and how it 
impacts on London today. Children can use subject 
specific vocabulary confidently and can discuss the 
dates and significant people in detail. They may also 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to recognise how children’s outcomes 
improved through education, new 
technology and better hygiene/sanitation. 
 
Deep learners  are historically literate and 
can use accurate transferrable historical 
vocabulary to discuss the changes from 
past to present. They can make clear links 
about how there own lives have been 
improved because of the changes made 
during Victorian times. They can handle 
artefacts well and discuss how they help 
them to answer the big question.   

of woman at this time and begin to understand the 
racial prejudice faced by Mary Seacole.  
 

begin to recognise the effects on the fire on wealthy 
verses poorer people. 

 Links to the key 
curriculum 
drivers  
 
 

Basic skills – using simple chronological 
language such as ‘in the past’ ‘before I 
was born’.  Looking at sources of evidence 
(e.g. books/photos/newspapers).  
Diversity and spirituality – 
 Children have chance to explore and learn 
more about the way different people lived 
and how being rich or poor could impact 
quality of life.   
 

Basic skills -  use of the timeline to place events in 
chronological order.  Looking at sources of evidence 
(e.g. books/photos/newspapers) 
Aspirations – children look at Florence as a significant 
female in history.  

Aspirations- Linked to people who help us such as 
firefighters and the role they have on society.  



 

 

Year Two 

Focus/ Big Question 

World War Two 

How did the war change lives? 

Space 

Will I ever go to space? 

Titanic – 

How infamous was the ‘unsinkable’ Titanic?  

Subject knowledge 
for staff.  

World War Two began in 1939 after an invasion of 
Poland by Germany. Britain had promised to support 
Poland, so the Prime minister Neville Chamberlain 
declared the war. Hitler had been the chancellor of 
Germany since 1933 and was trying to build an 
empire stronger than any other. Days before the war 
began Britain had begun evacuating children from 
UK cities to the countryside, they carried a gas mask 
at all times; as did all citizens. By 1940 Germany 
controlled most of Europe and was now targeting 
Britain, ‘The battle of Britain’ began in July 1940 
which was won by the British RAF in October 1940. 
The Germans changed tact and began to bomb 
England, targeting cities, especially London which 
was bombed consecutively for 57 nights. This was 
known as ‘The Blitz’ (The word for Lightening in 
German) It ended in summer 1941. Everybody had a 
role; men aged 18-41 joined the army. Older men 
and men with jobs which required them to stay 
(bakers, doctors, teachers, farmers) became the 
‘home guard’ who protected Britain’s coastline and 
patrolled key areas such as factories. Women took 
on the ‘men’s’ jobs such as factory workers, bus 
drivers and farm labourers. The war finally ended in 
1945 with ‘VE’ Day – Victory in Europe. 

In 1942 the first rocket was launched. In 1949 
the first monkey was sent to space, he travelled 
83 miles away from earth. In 1957 a Russian 
space dog became the first animal to orbit the 
earth. In 1957 the Russians launched ‘sputnik’ 
and the space race began. In 1961 Yuri Gagarin 
became the first man to go to space. In 1963 
Valentina Tereshkova was the first woman in 
space. In 1969, Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and 
Michael Collins achieved the first manned 
mission to the moon. In 1991 Helen Sharman, 
born in 1963, Sheffield, won a competition to 
become the first British astronaut in space.  In 
2002 Mark Shuttleworth became the first 
African in space. In 2015 Tim Peake became 
the first British ESA Astronaut to visit the 
International Space Station. 
Moon landing – On the 16th July 1969, the USA 
launched ‘Saturn V’ with the crew known as 
‘Apollo 11’. Saturn V was the biggest rocket 
ever made. They took four days to reach the 
moon. An American flag was left on the moon, 
the USA had won ‘the space race’. 

Construction on the Titanic began in 1908 in 
Belfast at the Harland and Wolff shipyard.   
The Titanic’s maiden voyage began in 
Southampton on April 10th 1912. There were 
roughly 2,223 people on board + staff (figures are 
not believed to be 100% accurate due to 
insufficient evidence records of the people who 
boarded.)  
During 1912, people were still very much divided 
by class. (the class system began to change 
dramatically after WW1 1914-1918). April 12th and 
13th – The Titanic travels peacefully through the 
Atlantic towards New York. On the evening of the 
14th April the lookouts saw an iceberg in the 
distance, the Titanic hit the iceberg causing water 
to flood the boat. By April 15th 12.00am the captain 
knew boat would sink, he gave orders to abandon 
the ship, women and children were ordered onto 
the lifeboats first. The Carpathia picks up the 
distress call but is 58 miles away. The first 
lifeboats are lowered only half full due to panic. At 
2.05am the final lifeboat was lowered with 1,500 
people still on board. The Carpathia arrived after 
the Titanic has sank and took the remaining 
passengers from the lifeboats. Only 705 
passengers and crew were saved.  

 

Useful information 
for curriculum links 

1928 – All women given the right to vote 
1940 – Churchill becomes president for a second 
time 
1953 – Queen Elizabeth coronation  
1954 – Rationing ends 
 

Amelia Earhart was a very important aviator. 
She was the first female to fly solo across the 
Atlantic in 1923. Born in 1897 she grew up 
encouraged to be independent and not to 
behave the way girls ‘should have’ at that time. 
During WW1 she was a nurse. 
Amy Johnson – A Britsh aviator, born in Hull in 
1903. She was the first woman to fly solo to 

In 1910 the boy scouts were formed. 
1914-1918 WW1 
1914 – Charlie Chaplin first performed.  
1917 – Spanish flu (pandemic) 
 
 



Australia. She was part of the RAF in WW2 (link 
to WW2 topic) 
Bessie Coleman – the first black woman and the 
first native American to fly a plane, she 
performed tricks and took part in air shows. 
Many flight schools wouldn’t accept her to train 
as she was black. During a show in Texas (her 
hometown) she refuses to perform until only 
one entrance was used for both black and white 
people. 

Subject specific 

vocabulary 

 

  

World war, rationing, evacuee/evacuation, solider, 

propaganda, 1939 – 1945, Winston Churchill, 

gasmask, Anderson shelter, blitz, home front, land 

girls, home guard, military  

Neil Armstrong, 1969, Apollo 11, Buzz Aldrin, 

Michael Collins, astronaut, NASA, Space, moon 

landing, Helen Sharman 

Titanic, ship, Maiden Voyage. built, 1912, Harland 

and Wolff, iceberg, sank, class (First, second, 

third), maid, chauffeur, valet 

 

Substantive 
concepts  

Empire – in 1940 ¼ of the world belonged in Britain’s 
empire, all of these countries (except Ireland) took 
their place in the war. Hitler was trying to build an 
empire greater than Britain’s. 
Parliament – Now with the vote, women continued to 
fight for women’s rights, including much of the 
independence they had gained in the wars. 
Peasantry – During the war rich fought alongside 
poor and; everyone had their part to play, despite 
class or gender. 
Civilisation – society changed greatly due to the war, 
people expected more freedom and rights. Many 
new families were created as British women married 
international soldiers and service men. 
Legacy – the war paved way for more innovation, 
patriotism and the rights of women. Major changes 
both social and economic are still felt today. 
Remembrance day every year on 11/11/11. 

Civilisation – the most advanced civilisation had 
ever been with a ‘race to space’ to see which 
nation (USA or Russia) had the most modern 
and advanced society.  
Legacy – it is estimated that 650,000,000 
people watched the moon landing with then 
sparked an interest in life beyond planet earth.  
It holds a gigantic legacy that the impossible 
can become possible. 
 

Peasantry – survival chances very much depended 
on the class and gender of the individuals on 
board. The survival rate of the 3rd class 
passengers was much higher, with far fewer first 
class passengers dying. The treatment of the 
classes onboard also differed greatly (links to 
‘classes’ on trains and aeroplanes)  
Legacy – More than 100 years on people still 
remember the Titanic and its legacy; many 
changes were made to shipping including the 
amount of lifeboats, radio systems and ice berg 
detectors.  

What should 

children know, be 

able to do and 

remember?  

 

Children should be able to talk about the significant 

event of WW2 and talk about the impact this had on 

children (in particular).  

Basic should confidently be able to discuss some 

aspects of what happened tin the war, including that 

London was bombed and children had to leave in 

Children be able to talk about the significant 

event of the Moon Landing and the significant 

person Neil Armstrong 

 

Basic should have an understanding that ‘in the 

past’ ‘in the last 100 years’ a man landed on the 

Children should be able to talk about the 

significant event of the sinking of the Titanic. 

 



order to be safe, they should know some subject 

specific words such as solider, gas mask and bomb. 

Advancing will have a wider knowledge of subject 

specific vocabulary such as rationing, blitz and 

Evacuee. They will also know the names of 

significant people including Churchill and Hitler. 

Most children will have learnt that the war lasted 

from 1939 to 1945. They will understand the impact 

the war had on children and how evacuation played 

a big part of their lives. 

Deep will have a wider knowledge of the key 

aspects, for example they will know the dates that 

rationing began and ended, have an understanding 

of the roles of leaders and begin to understand the 

impact of the war on the people of Britain and 

beyond. Some children will have carried out their 

own research and reading and through this may 

have a larger vocabulary bank. They can discuss in 

detail why children needed to be evacuated and the 

effect this had on their lives.  

moon for the first time, this should be able to 

name his as Neil Armstrong.  

Advancing should be able to name the year that 

Neil Armstrong landed on the moon and the 

companions he travelled with. Advancing 

children should be able to put events from the 

moon landing into chronological order using the 

dates. They should have an understanding that 

the moon landing came before the present day 

and name one event that came before e.g. the 

world war or the sinking of the Titanic. 

Deep should be able to confidently discuss the 

moon landing using the subject specific 

vocabulary listed above. They should be able to 

place the moon landing on a timeline of 

significant events and have an understanding of 

what came before the moon landing and what 

came after.  

Basic should be able to discuss some of the events 

of the Titanic, including that it set sail for America 

but didn’t make it because it hit the iceberg.  

Advancing will be able to talk about the event of 

the Titanic in more detail such as when it set sail 

and where from, where it was heading and how 

long it should have taken and why it never made. 

They should have some understanding of the class 

system and why some people belonged to one 

class and others to a different one. Most children 

will be able to use most of the subject  specific  

vocabulary accurately and within the correct 

context. The children should be able to discuss 

that the sinking of the Titanic came before the 

Worlds wars.  

Deep should be able to confidently place the event 

of the Titanic sinking onto a timeline and name 

events that came both before and after the sinking 

of the Titanic. They should be able to use subject 

specific words with confidence and explain their 

meaning to others. Some children will place the 

events of the Titanic into order using days and 

hours.  

Links to the key 

curriculum drivers  

 

 

Basic skills – using simple chronological language 

such as ‘in the past’ ‘before I was born’. Use of high 

quality non-fiction texts at a level that allows our 

children to begin to research independently and 

draw facts and knowledge from their own reading. 

Children will learn to use grams during baking when 

taking part in baking and cooking with rations.  

Diversity and spirituality – children begin to 

understand, in a child friendly way, that a lack of 

mutual respect and tolerance led to a war and how 

to stop this repeat in the future by learning how to be 

tolerant and respectful in the local and global 

community.  

Basic skills - using simple chronological 

language such as ‘in the past’ ‘before I was 

born’. Use of high quality non-fiction texts at a 

level that allows our children to begin to 

research independently and draw facts and 

knowledge from their own reading. 

Diversity and spirituality - children are allowed 

to openly debate and discuss the possibility of 

the earth beginning as the ‘big bang’ whilst also 

discussing the possibility of God. Children 

experience the ‘awe and wonder’ of space.  

Aspirations – children study Neil Armstrong as 

a significant person and a role model and an 

Basic skills - chronology to place the event of the 

Titanic sinking onto the a timeline, identifying that 

this happened ‘in the past’. Children enjoy 

independent research as part of this topic and 

refer to high quality non-fiction texts.  

Diversity and spirituality – children discuss and 

debate the fairness of the class system and the 

survival rates of different classes. Children discuss 

the different groups of people who would generally 

have belonged in each group (e.g. gender, race, 

and age) and whether this is still the same today.  

Aspirations – children learn about how 

class/money no longer defines what you can and 



 

 

Aspirations –  children learn about how the soldiers 

fought for our country and have become good role 

models in terms of bravery and commitment to 

something they believe in. as part of the topic 

children learn about the roles of women in the war 

including looking at the land girls and how they 

fought for the continuation of women’s rights in the 

workplace at the end of the war. 

Growth and well being  - children have become 

independent learners begin to complete their own 

research and make informed opinions on 

controversial topics such as our big question – is it 

right to fight for what you believe it.  

aspiration. Children learn about the first women 

into space, Helen Sharman.  

Growth and well being –  

Children begin to become independent learners 

completing research using a range of platforms 

e.g. books and the internet.  

can’t do if you work for what you want. Children 

enjoy the ‘luxuries’ of first class and aspire to have 

some of the things they did. E.g. nice clothes and 

cars.  

Growth and wellbeing – children become 

independent learners through carrying out their 

out research using the internet and high quality 

non-fiction texts.   

Building blocks 

required /Prior 

knowledge 

Children have studied the Victorians in Year 1 and 

have some knowledge of homes and schools in the 

past, building blocks required will be to make the 

links between the time periods and what has 

changed.  Children have some knowledge of 

understanding ‘the past’ and events within their 

living memory. They have knowledge of what a 

‘significant event’ or ‘significant person’ is.  

Children read ‘man on the moon’ as a literacy 

focus and so have some tier 3 space vocabulary 

e.g. astronaut.  

Children have learnt to use timelines and place 

events in chronological order.  

They have begun to understand significant 

people and events.  

Some vocabulary learnt through the WW2 topic 

will be transferrable into this topic, such as 

‘artefact’ ‘significant’ and ‘evidence’  

Children have studied the 1800s and very early 

1900s in Year one with their topic of the Victorians 

so have some prior knowledge of life at this time.  

Children have previously looked at timelines and 

have put significant events into the correct place. 

Children’s use of tier 2 vocabulary should be 

improving and they should be able to transfer it 

into any historical topic.  

 

  


